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PROJECT  GOALS

1 
ONE PLAN THAT 
BENEFITS EVERYONE

2 
AN ECONOMIC ENGINE 
FOR THE REGION

3 
A MAJOR TOURISM 
DESTINATION IN
ILLINOIS

STUDY AREA MAP



TRANSITTHE TERMINUS OF 3METRA LINES 

A POTENTIAL TOURIST HUB IN THE MIDWEST 

HIGH SPEED RAIL NETWORK



THE TOURISM POTENTIAL



Galena

OVER  

4 MILLION 
RESIDENTS LIVE WITHIN ONE 
HOUR OF THE CORRIDOR

25 miles of HISTORIC ROUTE 66



NORTH GATEWAY

SPORTS VENUES

ELWOOD

WILMINGTON

MIDEWIN

BRAIDWOOD

BIG BOLD MOVES ARE NEEDED TO MAKE ROUTE 66 AN ECONOMIC ENGINE

CREATE 

NEW MAJOR 
STOPS ON 

66!

3 STOPS
TODAY



THE PLAN
6 STOPS ON 66





ROUTE 66 MIDEWIN STOP

MAJOR ELEMENTS
1. OBSERVATION TOWER
2. NEW MIDEWIN TRAIL 

BRIDGE
3. BISON HERD PASTURE
4. PRAIRIE LEARNING CENTER
5. POSSIBLE SOUTH ENTRANCE 

TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
NATIONAL CEMETERY

SUPPORT FACILITIES & SERVICES
• PARKING NEAR OBSERVATION 

TOWER AND BRIDGE
• Existing Parking at Iron Bridge 

Trailhead
• MIDEWIN VISITOR TRAM
• BIKE SHARE STATION
• ZIP CAR STATION
• GEOCHACHING STOP
• SIGNAGE, WAYFINDING, APPS

TRAILS
• ROUTE 66 TRAIL WITHIN IL 53 

ROW
• MIDEWIN TRAIL CONNECTING 

WELCOME CENTER TO IRON 
BRIDGE TRAILHEAD



The NORTH GATEWAY to 
the Corridor



NORTH END ROUTE 66 / IL 53 CORRIDOR
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1. HICKORY CREEK BRIDGE
2. RAILROAD BRIDGE
3. FORMER QUARRY 
4. NOWELL PARK

5. BRANDON DAM AND LOCK
6. WATERFRONT SITE
7. WAUPONSEE TRAIL
8. I & M CANAL TRAIL
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ROUTE 66 NORTH GATEWAY STOP
CELEBRATE THE SPIRIT OF ROUTE 66



ROUTE 66 NORTH GATEWAY STOP
CELEBRATE THE SPIRIT OF ROUTE 66



ROUTE 66 NORTH GATEWAY STOP
A WELL DEFINED ENTRANCE TO THE CORRIDOR

GATEWAY IDEAS: COURTESY OF CHICAGOLAND SPEEDWAY



ROUTE 66 NORTH GATEWAY STOP
A WELL DEFINED ENTRANCE TO THE CORRIDOR

GATEWAY IDEAS: COURTESY OF CHICAGOLAND SPEEDWAY



ROUTE 66 NORTH GATEWAY STOP
POSITION LOCAL ASSETS AS ROUTE 66 STOPS

OLD JOLIET QUARRY AS A FUN 66 STOP FOR 
CLIFF JUMPING / ZIP LINING / ROCK CLIMBING

HISTORIC BRANDON DAM AND LOCK AS A MAJOR  66 STOP



ROUTE 66 NORTH GATEWAY STOP
A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE  PATTERSON NEIGHBORHOOD

Zarley Cemetery: one of the earliest cemeteries in 
Joliet. The earliest tombstone that can still be read, 
shows a death in 1831. 

• Brandon Dam and Lock 
to north

• Zarley Cemetery
• Mt. Zion Baptist Church
• Quarries



ROUTE 66 NORTH GATEWAY STOP



The SPORTS VENUES STOP on 
Route 66



1. SPEEDWAY
2. RACEWAY
3. FPDWC AND SUGAR CREEK PRESERVE
4. FARM LAND
5. WAUPONSEE TRAIL
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OPPORTUNITY AREAS  SPORTS VENUES



ROUTE 66 SPORTS VENUES STOP
CELEBRATE RACING



PROPOSED TRAVEL CENTER ON ROUTE 66
PROPOSED TRAVEL CENTER (under review by the City of Joliet)
• GAS FOR TRUCKS AND CARS, PARKING (NO OVERNIGHT 

PARKING)
• ROUTE 66 THEMED BUILDING (5,700 SF APPROX.)
• DUNKIN DONUTS
• POP’S ITALIAN BEEF SANDWICH COUNTER
• INDOOR SEATING AREA FR ABOUT 25 PEOPLE
• BIKE TRAIL AND LANDSCAPING ALONG ROUTE 66/ IL 53



Authentic Small Towns on 66
Elwood, Wilmington & 

Braidwood Stops



ROUTE 66 ELWOOD STOP
CELEBRATE MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRY  

ROSIE THE RIVETER



ROUTE 66 ELWOOD STOP
CELEBRATE FREIGHT 



ROUTE 66 WILMINGTON STOP
PRESERVE  GEMINI GIANT AND THE LAUNCHING PAD



ROUTE 66 WILMINGTON STOP
CELEBRATE THE ISLAND CITY



A NEW KAYAK COURSE 
AT THE WILMINGTON MILL RACE



BRAIDWOOD1. BRAIDWOOD MAIN STREET
2. BRAIDWOOD LAKE
3. MAZONIA PRESERVE
4. EXELON PLANT
5. FARM LAND
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6. SAND RIDGE PRESERVE
7. BRAIDWOOD DUNES
8. WAUPONSEE TRAIL END AT RIVER

6
7

8



ROUTE 66 BRAIDWOOD STOP
PRESERVE THE POLKA DOT AND CREATE THE NEW GATEWAY PARK



ROUTE 66 BRAIDWOOD STOP
NEW BRAIDWOOD PARK AND PETTING ZOO SCULPTURE



ROUTE 66 BRAIDWOOD STOP

MAJOR ELEMENTS
1. POLKA DOT RESTAURANT
2. NEW BRAIDWOOD PARK
3. BRAIDWOOD LAKE
4. MAZONIA

SUPPORT FACILITIES & SERVICES
• PARKING AT BRAIDWOOD PARK
• PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AND 

ROUTE 66 ENHANCEMENTS
• BIKE SHARE STATION
• ZIP CAR STATION
• GEOCHACHING STOP
• SIGNAGE, WAYFINDING, APPS

TRAILS
• ROUTE 66 TRAIL WITHIN IL 53 

ROW
• CONNECTION BETWEEN 
WAUPONSEE AND I&M TRAILS



Signage and Wayfinding
Framework Plan



Route 66 Tourism has the potential to be a major economic engine for the region. However, lack of signage and 
wayfinding are major obstacles to realizing this economic potential.

Major Signage Issues include:

1. DUE TO THE LACK OF SIGNAGE AT THE HIGHWAYS, TRAVELLERS ARE NOT AWARE THAT THEY ARE SO CLOSE TO 
HISTORIC ROUTE 66.

2. THERE IS NO SIGNAGE ALONG THE HIGHWAY TO INDICATE THAT IL 53 IS “ROUTE 66”.
3. THERE IS NO ROUTE 66 DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE AT THE RAMPS ONCE YOU TAKE AN EXIT.

I-80 EXIT TO IL 53

The NEED for highway and access signs for Route 66



Major Signage Issues include (contd.)

4. ONCE YOU ARE ON IL 53, THERE IS MINIMAL ROUTE 66 ROADWAY SIGNAGE TO LET YOU KNOW YOU IF YOU ARE STILL 
ON THE MOTHER ROAD.

5. THERE IS NO DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE TO THE MANY LOCAL ATTRACTIONS ON AND NEAR ROUTE 66.

IL 53 / ROUTE 66

The NEED for Roadway and Directional signs for Route 66



From Illinois Historic Route 66 Interpretive Master Plan Executive Summary, August 2008

The Route 66 Family of SIGNS

ROUTE 66 ROADWAY 
SIGN ON POLE

HIGHWAY ACCESS SIGN DIRECTIONAL SIGN PAVEMENT SIGN



From Illinois Historic Route 66 Interpretive Master Plan Executive Summary, August 2008

The Route 66 Family of SIGNS

WAYSIDE EXHIBITS EXPERIENCE HUBS



The Route 66 Family of SIGNS: Local Examples

JOLIET WILMINGTON REGION



ROUTE 66 HIGHWAY AND ACCESS 
SIGNAGE AT I-80 AND 1-55: 
3 RECOMMENDED LOCATIONS

IL 53 / ROUTE 66

I‐80 / IL 53 
INTERCHANGE

I‐55 / RIVER ROAD 
INTERCHANGE

I‐55 / KENNEDY 
ROAD INTERCHANGE



DRAFT SIGNAGE PLAN: ROUTE 66 BRAIDWOOD STOP

ACCESS AND 
DIRECTIONAL SIGN

LOCAL 
INFORMATIONAL 
SIGNS AT 66 STOP



IDOT SIGNAGE REQUIREMENTS

EXAMPLE: RECENTLY 
INSTALLED 
DESTINATION 
SIGNAGE ON 294



Trail Framework Plan





A NEW BIKE TRAIL 
IN THE ROUTE 53 R.O.W

IL ROUTE 53 R.O.W.
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NATIVE PRAIRIE
LANDSCAPE

A Bike Path can run along both sides 
of IL 53.   One path for recreational 
riders the other a bike highway for 
travel and sport cyclists



AN 8 MILE OR A 15 MILE WATER TRAIL LOOP

The 15 mile loop would be more challenging and 
intended for experienced paddlers.  It could still 
be done in one day.

This could begin at the Kerry Sheridan Grove 
where the Du Page meets the Planes River follow 
around the island down the Des Planes and 
include the first loop route.

Additional portage improvements would be 
needed at the Kerry Sheridan Grove

KERRY SHERIDAN
GROVE



Roadway Framework Plan





IL 53 CORRIDOR

A SINGLE
IDENTITY

UNIFYING A 
COLLECTION OF 

UNIQUE
DESTINATIONS


