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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLAN COMMISSION

OF THE CITY OF JOLIET

The meeting of the Plan Commission of the City of Joliet was called to order by the Chairman, Joseph Strong, in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 150 W. Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois, on September 17, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. with the following members present:

THOMAS BRAVATO
WILLIAM GRASTY
JOHN KELLA

RICK MOORE
DON WALDEN

JOSEPH STRONG

The following members were absent:
STEVE CAMMACK

DAVID JELINEK

SHARON THOMAS

Thereupon the following matters were discussed:

OLD BUSINESS:
A-8-09:  ANNEXATION OF 80 MILLS, CLASSIFICATION TO I-1 (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL) ZONING AND APPROVAL OF AN ANNEXATION AGREEMENT.  
Mr. Haller gave the planning staff report.
Mr. Mike Martin, Attorney, 15 W. Jefferson Street, Joliet, appeared on behalf of the petition.
No one appeared in opposition to the petition.

Mr. Kella moved that the Plan Commission recommend the City Council approve the Annexation of 80 Mills, Classification to I-1 (light industrial) zoning and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Mr. Bravato seconded the motion, which passed with six aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Kella, Moore, Walden, Bravato, Grasty and Strong.  
V-6-09:  VACATION FOR DEER CROSSING RIDGE SUBDIVISION.

P-9-09:  PRELIMINARY PLAT OF DEER CROSSING RIDGE SUBDIVISION.

FP-8-09:  FINAL PLAT OF DEER CROSSING RIDGE SUBDIVISION.

Mr. Haller stated the petitions are being requested to be tabled until the October 15, 2009 Plan Commission meeting.  
Mr. Grasty moved that the Plan Commission table the Vacation, Preliminary Plat and Final Plat of Deer Crossing Ridge Subdivision, to the October 15, 2009 Plan Commission meeting.  Mr. Kella seconded the motion, which passed with six aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Grasty, Kella, Moore, Walden, Bravato and Strong.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Z-2-09:  RECLASSIFICATION OF 692 THEODORE STREET (.9 ACRES) FROM R-3 (ONE AND TWO FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) ZONING TO B-3 (GENERAL BUSINESS) ZONING.
Mr. Haller gave the planning staff report.
Mr. Andrew C. Dystrup, 822 N. Infantry Drive, Suite 104, Joliet, appeared on behalf of the petition.  
No one appeared in opposition to the petition.  
Mr. Grasty moved that the Plan Commission recommend the City Council approve the Reclassification of 692 Theodore Street (.9 acres) from R-3 (one and two family residential) zoning to B-3 (general business) zoning.  Mr. Walden seconded the motion, which passed with six aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Moore, Walden, Bravato, Grasty, Kella and Strong.  

V-7-09:  VACATION OF A 15.25’ WIDE X 103’ LONG NORTH/SOUTH UNIMPROVED ALLEY LOCATED WEST OF 1223 CALIFORNIA AVENUE.

Mr. Haller gave the planning staff report.

Ms. Sandra Mercer, 1223 California Avenue, appeared on behalf of the petition.  Ms. Mercer stated she would like to vacate the alley for security reasons and to feel safe in her home.  Her intentions are to erect a fence on both ends of the alley to close it off to pedestrian traffic for safety reasons.  She spoke with one of her neighbors about purchasing the alley and that neighbor had no interest in the alley at the time.  
Mr. Haller said the City’s position on all of the vacant alleys is that they would like to give up as many of them as possible because the property will go back onto the tax rolls and the city is relieved of the maintenance and liability responsibility.  
Ms. Vicki Jackson, daughter of Dora Jackson, 1222 Luther Avenue, Joliet, appeared before the Commission.  Ms. Jackson stated they are opposed to the alley being cut off.  They have been in the location for over 40 years and she has never seen anyone running through there or heard any gun fire.  A fence has been up behind her property for over 27 years.  It went up in 1982.  They have been maintaining and mowing the alley since that time.  She also had a light installed on the back of her garage to light up the alley.  When the neighbors put up a shed it cast a shadow over the light.  Now she has 2 flood lights that are on every night.  Her mother does not want to purchase any part of the alley because it would present an undue hardship on her.  If Ms. Mercer wants the alley that is acceptable to them but they are requesting that the fence in their back yard not be moved or disturbed.  She is concerned that the alley still be maintained if Ms. Mercer installs a fence at each end of the alley.  
Mr. Haller said a 10 ft. easement would be maintained for the utilities to have access.  
Ms. Mercer said her and her husband have kept the alley maintained for the past 9 years.  When the alley is blocked off there will be a gate for the utility companies to enter into the alley way.   She thinks she will have a fence installed that will match Ms. Jackson’s fence.  
Ms. Jackson said her fence is already in the alley so she is requesting that they not be asked to move their existing fence.  Ms. Mercer said she will not ask Ms. Jackson to move the fence. 
Mr. Haller said they will give the utility companies an easement and they can grant an easement to Ms. Jackson to keep their fence as is.  The details will be worked out prior to going before the City Council.    
Mr. Grasty moved that the Plan Commission recommend the City Council approve the Vacation of a 15.25’ wide x 103’ long North/South Unimproved Alley located west of 1223 California Avenue subject to the above noted conditions.  Mr. Bravato seconded the motion, which passed with six aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Walden, Bravato, Grasty, Kella, Moore and Strong.
V-8-09:  VACATION OF A PORTION OF AN EXISTING 10’ PUBLIC UTILITY AND DRAINAGE EASEMENT AND A PORTION OF A 55’ LANDSCAPE EASEMENT TO ALLOW AN 18 X 28 PATIO LOCATED AT 4137 DOE COURT.

Mr. Haller stated the petition is being withdrawn.  
V-9-09:  VACATION OF A PORTION OF AN EXISTING 10’ PUBLIC UTILITY AND DRAINAGE EASEMENT AND A PORTION OF A 55’ LANDSCAPE EASEMENT TO ALLOW A 17 X 19 PATIO LOCATED AT 4135 DOE COURT.

Mr. Haller stated the petition is being withdrawn.
STUDY SESSION:
OTHER BUSINESS:  
MINUTES:
The minutes of the August 20, 2009 Plan Commission meeting were approved with a unanimous voice vote of aye.
ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned with a unanimous voice vote of aye.

Recorded on tape:  kas
