At a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Joliet, Illinois, held Thursday, January 15, 2009, at the hour of 1:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 150 West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois with the following members present:    

Mr. Charles Graham 

Mr. Ed Hennessy
Ms. Elizabeth Nevarez

Ms. Denise Powers (Chairman Pro-Tem)   
Mr. Jim Riggs                           

Absent:

Mr. Paul Briese
Ms. Christine Merriman
The following matters were heard by the Zoning Board of Appeals:

PETITION 2009-01:  A Variation of a required front-yard setback from 10 ft. to 1 ft. to allow construction of an on-premise monument sign with a 10 sq. ft. digital message board sign at 405 Ward Ave.   

Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Remberto DelReal, Chicago Heights, Il.  Mr. DelReal did not have any questions or additional comments.  
Chairman Hennessey asked Mr. DelReal to comment on the number of police service calls at the property.  Mr. DelReal said that most of them were most likely false alarms.  He said that he was only aware of one incident involving fraud.  
Ms. Nevarez asked if the petitioner was aware of the ordinance that the text for the electronic message board must be slow moving and white or amber in color, and Mr. DelReal did understand the provisions of the ordinance.          
Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition, and Ms. Nevarez seconded the motion, which passed with 5 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Nevarez, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.                                                                                                                                         
Petition 2009-01 was approved with five aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-02:  A Special Use Permit to allow a 160 ft. tall telecommunications monopole with related ground equipment, located at 929 Plainfield Rd.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Jeffrey Risby, Accurate Real Estate Appraisals, Chicago, Il.  Mr. Risby said that Verizon Wireless will replace the existing 138 ft. telecommunications tower with a co-location tower.  He said that Verizon Wireless has a need to improve the services for the community of Joliet, and surrounding collar communities.  He said that other providers that have a need to improve services to the area, will also be able to house and shelter their equipment on the tower as well.
Chairman Hennessey asked about the house at the property that is to be demolished.  Mr. Risby said that the current owner has plans to demolish the residence.  He said that Verizon Wireless has a lease hold at the property and does not own the property.
Ms. Powers asked for clarification that the current tower will be removed, and that the new tower will be placed on the property where the house will be demolished.  Mr. Risby said that was correct and that the 2 lots are owned by the same owner.                      

Mr. Graham asked about other service providers using the tower.  Mr. Risby said that the co-locator antennas will be mounted on the inside and there will not be any visible antennas on the outside of the tower.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition.  Mr. Rick Cronhome, Parkview Ln., Lockport, Il.  Mr. Cronhome, owner of Johansen and Anderson, said that the existing tower is 30 years old, and will be replaced with the new modern tower, and it will be much safer than the existing tower.
Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Graham moved to approve the petition and Ms. Powers seconded the motion, which passed with 5 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Merriman, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy.           

Petition 2009-02 was approved with five aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-03:  Public Hearing re:  A Variation of a setback from 10 ft. to 2 ft. to allow a monument sign, located at 550 E. Cass St.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Gary Dunna, Glen Ellyn, Il.  Mr. Dunna said that the parking is already very limited at the property.  He said that installing the monument sign out front will eliminate the need to use 2 of the parking spaces, and will also improve visibility of the sign.  

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition, and Ms. Nevarez seconded the motion, which passed with 5 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Merriman, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy.           

Petition 2009-03 was approved with five aye votes.
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PETITION 2008-87:  Public Hearing re: A Variation of a required side-yard setback from 3 ft. to 0 ft. for a deck attached to an existing above-ground pool, located at 1424 Vintage Dr.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. David Jelinek, 1424 Vintage Dr., Joliet, Il.  Mr. Jelinek did not have any questions or additional comments.
Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Riggs moved to approve the petition, and Mr. Graham seconded the motion, which passed with 5 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Merriman, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy.           

Petition 2008-87 was approved with five aye votes.
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RENEWAL OF PETITION 2003-115:  Ordinance re:  A Special Use Permit to allow operation of a 
daycare center for up to 50 children from Monday through Friday in 2 separate buildings located at 512 Irving and 507-509 Youngs Ave.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. George Bond and Ms. Alice Bond, Lexington Dr., Plainfield, Il.  The petitioners did not have any questions or additional comments.

Ms. Powers asked how many students attended the daycare center.  Ms. Bond said that the number of children can vary from day to day.  She said that there can be anywhere from 6 to 15 children, but they have never had full capacity.  Ms. Powers asked about the single-family residence at the property.  Ms. Bond said that the single-family is a rental property.
Mr. Riggs asked if the center is still listed with the state unemployment office and Will County Department of Children and Family Services, and Ms. Bond said that it was.
Ms. Powers asked if a compromise had been reached with city staff regarding the chain-link versus wrought iron fencing.  Ms. Bond said that Parks Elementary School, behind the daycare center, also has a chain-link fence.  She said that for facilities that accommodate small children, a wrought-iron fence can be danger that allows animals to enter the play area and children can put their arms through the bars.  Ms. Bond said that the chain-link fence is used for the protection of the children.  She said that the city issued the permit to install the chain-link fence.
Chairman Hennessey asked that the public nuisance clause be added as a condition, and that a renewal every 5 years by the Zoning Board should continue to be a condition of the petition.  Mr. Jackson said that the conditions would be added.
Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Riggs moved to approve the petition (including all conditions), and Ms. Nevarez seconded the motion, which passed with 5 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Merriman, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy.           

Petition 2003-115 was approved with five aye votes.

Chairman Hennessey asked for a verbal approval of the minutes of the December 18, 2009 meeting and this passed unanimously with a verbal vote.                                 

Chairman Hennessey asked for a verbal vote to adjourn the meeting and the Board unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.                       

cc: S. Mufich, Neighborhood Services
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