At a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Joliet, Illinois, held Thursday, November 15, 2007, at the hour of 1:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 150 West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois with the following members present:    

Mr. Paul Briese 

Mr. Charles Graham 

Mr. Ed Hennessy
Ms. Christine Merriman

Ms. Elizabeth Nevarez

Ms. Denise Powers (Chairman Pro-Tem)   
Absent:

Mr. Jim Riggs
PETITION 2007-90:  A Variation of a front-yard setback to allow construction of a covered porch and a second floor addition, located at 617 Plainfield Rd.       

Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Doran, Plainfield Rd., Joliet, Il.  Mr. Doran did not have any questions or additional comments.
Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition and Ms. Nevarez seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Briese, Graham, Merriman, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy.               

Petition 2007-90 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2007-91:  A Variation of required lot width to allow construction of
2 single-family residence on 2 undersized lots, located at 941 & 945 Arthur Ave.
Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. George Stourton, Horizon Consultants, Inc., 54 N. Ottawa, Joliet, Il.  Mr. Stourton stated that these lots are larger than the adjacent lots in the neighborhood.                   

Mr. Fisher stated that an added condition needed is the minimum brick requirement on the front of structure.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition (including all conditions), and Mr. Graham seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Briese, Graham, Merriman, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy.
Petition 2007-91 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2007-92:  A Variation of minimum lot size and lot width to allow construction of 2 single-family homes on two undersized lots located at 1113 & 1115 Cutter Ave.
Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Ronald Saunoris, East Illinois Highway, New Lenox, Il.  Mr. Saunoris stated that one of the site plans allows for more room in the rear yard.  He said that if approved, the additional five feet in the rear would only cause the porch to protrude in front of the other houses on that side street.  Mr. Fisher stated that staff had no problem with this variation request.                  

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition and Ms. Merriman seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Briese, Graham, Merriman, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy.
Petition 2007-92 was approved with six aye votes.
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REPEAL OF PETITION 2004-85:  A Variation of Use to allow continuation of 2 single-family residences located on one lot, an R-3 (one and two family residential) use in an R-2 (single-family residential) zoning district located at 422 & 422½ Chase Ave.
Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.  
The Neighborhood Services Division has attempted to abate all violations at the property since the initial approval.  The violations have not been corrected and there have been two transfers of ownership since the approval in 2004.  The Neighborhood Services Division is in the process of declaring the property a public nuisance since the conditions of the variation of use have not been met.
There was no petitioner present.

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Graham moved to approve the repeal of the petition, and Ms. Powers seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Briese, Graham, Merriman, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy. 

Repeal of Petition 2004-85 was approved with six aye votes.
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Mr. Fisher stated that the following petition be tabled:
PETITION 2007-88:  A Variation of Use and a series of variations to allow continuation of an existing 2-unit residence, an R-3 (one and two family residential) use in an R-2 (single-family residential) zoning district, located at 1265 Elizabeth St.
Mr. Fisher requested that this petition be tabled in order to gather further information and to re-advertise the petition.    

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to table the petition and Ms. Nevarez seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Briese, Graham, Merriman, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy.

Petition 2007-88 was approved with six aye votes.
Chairman Hennessey asked for a verbal approval of the minutes of the October 182007 meeting and this passed unanimously with a verbal vote.         
Chairman Hennessey thanked the petitioners, the staff and the fellow board members for making this the shortest meeting in history.  (1:30 p.m. - 1: 43 p.m.)
Chairman Hennessey asked for a verbal vote to adjourn the meeting and the Board unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.                       

cc: S. Mufich, Neighborhood Services
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