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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLAN COMMISSION

OF THE CITY OF JOLIET

The meeting of the Plan Commission of the City of Joliet was called to order by the Chairman, Joseph Strong, in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 150 W. Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois, on July 17, 2008 at 4:00 p.m. with the following members present:

STEVE CAMMACK

WILLIAM GRASTY 

DAVID JELINEK

JOHN KELLA

RICK MOORE

SHARON THOMAS

JOSEPH STRONG

The following members were absent:

THOMAS MULVEY

DON WALDEN

Thereupon the following matters were discussed:

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

A-98-08:  Annexation of 1.73 Ac. at 7902 Caton Farm Road, Classification to B-3 (General Business District) zoning, and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.
Mr. Haller stated the petition is being requested to be tabled until the August Plan Commission meeting.
Mr. Kella moved that the Plan Commission table the Annexation of 1.73 acres at 7902 Caton Farm Road, Classification to B-3 (general business) zoning and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Mr. Jelinek seconded the motion, which passed with six aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Grasty, Jelinek, Kella, Moore, Thomas and Strong.  
FP-8-08: Final Plat of Mihelich Subdivision (1051 Curtis Avenue).
Mr. Haller gave the planning staff report.
Mr. Dan Mihelich appeared on behalf of the petition.
No one appeared in opposition to the petition.

Mr. Kella moved that the Plan Commission recommend the City Council approve the Final Plat of Mihelich Subdivision.  Ms. Thomas seconded the motion, which passed with six aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Jelinek, Kella, Moore, Thomas, Grasty and Strong.  
V-5-08:  Partial Vacation of the west 15-ft. of an existing 70-ft. wide Public Utility and Drainage Easement.  (7801 Caton Farm Road).
Mr. Haller gave the planning staff report.
Mr. David Hene, Mid-America Development Partners, 1110 Jorie Blvd., Oakbrook 60523, appeared on behalf of the petition.

No one appeared in opposition to the petition.  

Mr. Kella moved that the Plan Commission recommend the City Council approve the Partial Vacation of the west 15-ft. of an existing 70-ft. wide Public Utility and Drainage Easement.  Ms. Thomas seconded the motion, which passed with seven aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Kella, Moore, Thomas, Cammack, Grasty, Jelinek and Strong.  

STUDY SESSION:
M-19-07: Study Session - Lakewood Prairie Subdivision-Four additional house plans

Mr. Haller gave the planning staff report.
Mr. Kurt Wandry, Senior Vice President of Lakewood Homes, appeared on behalf of the petition.

No one appeared in opposition to the petition.

Ms. Thomas moved that the Plan Commission approve the Lakewood Prairie Subdivision-Four Additional House Plans.  Mr. Kella seconded the motion, which passed with seven aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Moore, Thomas, Cammack, Grasty, Jelinek, Kella and Strong.    
NEW BUSINESS:

A-90-08:  Annexation of 39.51 Acres South of Rte. 6 and East of Terry Drive, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning, and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Land “1”.


A-91-08:  Annexation of 13.9 Acres South of Rte. 6 and East of Terry Drive, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning, and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Land “2”. 
A-92-08: Annexation of 11.88 Acres East of Terry Drive, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning, and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Land “3”. 
A-93-08: Annexation of 36.58 Acres South of Terry Drive, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning, and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Land “4”. 
A-94-08: Annexation of 14.38 Acres South of Terry Drive, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning, and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Parcel 1C.  
A-95-08: Annexation of 23.02 Acres South of Terry Drive, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning, and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Building “C”. 

A-96-08: Annexation of 23.02 Acres South of Terry Drive, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning, and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Building “D”. 
A-97-08: Annexation of 22.31 Acres South of Rte. 6, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning, and Approval of an Annexation Agreement.  Building “E”. 

Mr. Haller gave the planning staff report.

Mr. Michael Hansen, Attorney, appeared on behalf of the petition.
Commissioner Moore asked if Caterpillar will stay with Rockdale for their fire protection.  Mr. Breslin responded they will because they are not proceeding with any annexation.
Mr. Bill Waznis, Fire Chief for the Village of Rockdale Fire Protection District, 829 Meadow Avenue, Rockdale, appeared before the Commission.  Mr. Waznis said the project would be a hardship for the Rockdale Fire Protection District due to the funds.  

Mr. Don Gould, Attorney for Rockdale Fire Protection District, 307 Moen Avenue, Rockdale, appeared before the Commission.  Mr. Gould said when he received the notice regarding the annexation he calculated the loss to the district.  By his calculation they will lose approximately 6% of their tax base should the annexation get approved.  That amounts to about 14% of their industrial base.  

Commissioner Cammack asked Rockdale Fire Protection what plans they have to make up their losses if the annexation does go through.  Mr. Waznis responded they did not have plans at this time.  When they received the legal notification they were advised that zoning was being requested and there were not development plans at that time.  

Mr. Strong moved that the Plan Commission recommend the City Council approve the Annexations A-90-08 through A-97-08, Classification to I-2 (general industrial) zoning and Approval of the Annexation Agreements.  Mr. Jelinek seconded the motion, which passed with six aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Thomas, Cammack, Grasty, Jelinek, Moore and Strong.  Mr. Kella abstained from this vote.       
ZO-1-08:  An Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance establishing the I-T Intermodal Terminal District.
Mr. Haller gave the planning staff report.

Mr. Haller appeared on behalf of the petition.  
Mr. Tom Osterberger, Attorney, 111 N. Ottawa St., Joliet, appeared before the Commission.  Mr. Osterberger said consistent with future comments he would request that this matter be postponed.  The public would like time to view the proposal prior to recommendation of approval.

Mr. Haller said the proposed ordinance has been on file since early June and has been available to the general public.  

Attorney Dorothy Seaborg said she represents one of the property owners on Brandon Road.  A portion of the property that has a proposed change in zoning represents her client.  Her client has been left out of the project entirely.  She requested more time to review the documents.

Mr. Breslin, CenterPoint, responded he concurs with the staff report recommendation.  

Mr. Rodney Tonelli, Ruettiger, Tonelli & Associates, 2174 Oneida St., Joliet, explained the experience they had with the Village of Elwood when CenterPoint built their first intermodal facility.  That project has been under development approximately 10 years now.  There has to be tools in place to allow that project to accrue over a long period of time.  As the village planner that was on the public side of the table during the Elwood CenterPoint process, the model ordinance that this ordinance is based off of has proved very successful for both parties.  

Mr. Keith Landovitz, 23525 S. Vetter Road, Channahon, appeared before the Commission.  Mr. Landovitz said they are 100% in favor of the concept.  Having the proper tools and ordinances to properly manage it and make sure that all standards are met is a great concept.  He stated concerns regarding Category C & D of the ordinance and wanting more time to view everything.  

Mr. Jelinek moved that the Plan Commission recommend the City Council approve the Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance Establishing the I-T Intermodal Terminal District.  Mr. Grasty seconded the motion, which passed with seven aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Cammack, Grasty, Jelinek, Kella, Moore, Thomas and Strong.       
A-66-08:  Annexation of 5.08 Acres East of Brandon Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.
A-67-08:  Annexation of 1.6 Acres East of Brandon Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-68-08: Annexation of 0.75 Acres West of Brandon Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-69-08: Annexation of 48.61 Acres West of Brandon Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  

A-70-08: Annexation of 1.34 Acres West of Brandon Road, Classification to I-2 General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-71-08: Annexation of 78.19 Acres West of Brandon Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  

A-72-08: Annexation of 939.45 Acres south of Laraway Road and West of Brandon Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-73-08: Annexation of 431.25 Acres East of Patterson Road and West of the Chicago and Alton Railroad Right-of-Way, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-74-08: Annexation of 20.28 Acres at the Southeast Corner of Millsdale Road and Patterson Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property   
A-75-08: Annexation of 81.19 Acres at the Southwest Corner of Millsdale Road and Brandon Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-76-08: Annexation of 85.06 Acres East of Brandon Road and north of Noel Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-77-08: Annexation of 11.5 Acres South of Millsdale Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-78-08: Annexation of 16.089 Acres South of Schweitzer Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  

A-79-08: Annexation of 85.63 Acres North of Millsdale Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  

A-80-08: Annexation of 39.66 Acres West and North of Millsdale Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-81-08: Annexation of 157.563 Acres East of Vetter Road and North of Millsdale Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-82-08: Annexation of 1.501 Acres North of Millsdale Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.   

A-83-08: Annexation of 19.847 Acres South of Millsdale Road,  Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-84-08: Annexation of 59.533 Acres West of Noel Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-85-08: Annexation of 86.7 Acres North of Noel Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.
A-86-08: Annexation of 38.991 Acres West of Vetter Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-87-08: Annexation of 138.044 Acres South of Schweitzer Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property. 
A-88-08: Annexation of .5 Acres East of Vetter Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  
A-89-08: Annexation of .14 Acres East of Vetter Road and South of Schweitzer Road, Classification to I-2 (General Industrial) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.

Z-7-08:  Reclassification of 298 Acres South of Schweitzer Road, Classification from R-2 (Single-Family Residential District) zoning and I-1 (Light Industrial District) zoning to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property Northwest Zoning Parcel.
Z-8-08: Reclassification of 134 Acres East of Brandon Road from R-4 (Multi-Family Residential District) zoning and R-1B (Single-Family Residential District) zoning to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property Southeast Zoning Parcel.

Z-9-08:  Reclassification of 398 Acres Northwest, Northeast and Southeast of the Laraway Road and Brandon Road Intersection from I-1 (Light Industrial District) zoning to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  North Zoning Parcel.
Z-10-08:  Reclassification of 118 Acres South of Millsdale Road from I-1 (Light Industrial District) zoning to I-2 (General Industrial District) zoning or, in the alternative, to I-T Intermodal Terminal District, if the proposed text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance docketed as ZO-1-08 is hereafter approved by the Mayor and City Council,  and Approval of an Annexation Agreement, for the real property.  Southwest Parcel. 

Mr. Haller gave the planning staff report.

Mr. Tom White, 1000 NE I-55 Frontage Road, representing the Will and Grundy County Building Trades Council and Teamsters Local 179, appeared before the Commission.  Mr. White expressed his support for the project for the creation of jobs.  He urged the Planning Commission to vote in favor of the proposal.  
Ms. Dorothy Seaborg, Attorney, appeared on behalf of John Lepacek, 24101 S. Brandon Road.  Ms. Seaborg feels there has been an injustice because her client’s small parcel has been left out and the area around him is being requested to be rezoned.  She said the City Council and the Plan Commission should be aware of this situation.  Richmond and Breslin have been putting her on hold pertaining to this for 6 months.  

Mr. Hansen, Attorney, said this property does have some environmental issues however CenterPoint will readdress this property after today to see what they can do about this particular issue.  They will work towards some resolution.  

Mr. Keith Landovitz, 23525 S. Vetter Road, he and his wife intend on remaining in their home and hope that the standards that have been mentioned are going to preserve some residential quality of life.  Their biggest concern is construction truck traffic on Vetter Road.  He would like to make sure that none of the activity that the initial development involves will add any truck traffic to Vetter.         
Mr. Haller said Vetter Road is possibly a route to get people from the south up and around but not a truck route at all.

Mr. Breslin said there is a weight restricted bridge where you can cross Vetter Road at the Cedar Creek therefore a truck would not be able to cross it.  There was brief discussion regarding Patterson Road.  

Mr. Larry Walsh, Will County Executive’s Office, fully supports the natural area set-aside issue that Mary Baskerville is going to speak about.  He would like to see the City of Joliet and CenterPoint’s partnership in regards to what she is trying to propose.  It would be helpful to the quality of life for those individuals that are still going to call this area home.  
Mr. Tim Vanderhyden, Supervisor of Jackson Township, made a statement for the homeowners.  He feels the homeowners that are bordered on 3 sides of the development should be considered part of the footprint.  
Ms. Mary Baskerville, 26955 S. Gougar, Manhattan, current President of the Will County Environmental Network since 1981, appeared before the Commission.  She said the entire region will be affected by the proposed development of nearly 4,000 acres.  She would like to see the City of Joliet require CenterPoint Properties to provide green space north of Laraway Road and abutting the historic woods in Section 29 of Joliet Township.  Green space contributions need to be accessible to the people and the space around the historic woods would be accessible.  She asked that the Plan Commission consider this and urge it as well as all of the environmental issues.  
Mr. Hansen said the woods are not on the CenterPoint property.  CenterPoint will continue to discuss the green space with Ms. Baskerville.  

Ms. Baskerville responded that they want more than a buffer of space they want a large amount of green space abutting up to the woods.  
Mr. Donald Maier, University of St. Francis, 2002 Arden, appeared before the Commission.  Mr. Maier explained his professional background.  Joliet has the history of the industry to have such a project located here.  Joliet also has available land.  Mr. Maier currently has more logistics organizations contacting him with open supervisory positions that he has students who don’t have a position before graduation.  Mr. Maier expressed his professional and personal support of the CenterPoint Joliet project.      

Ms. Patricia Nugent, 15431 W. Offner Road, appeared before the Commission.  She is a current member on the Restoration Advisory Board at the former Joliet Army Ammunition Plant.  Her concerns revolve around the geology of the site.  The environmental study needs to address the sink holes and Sandwich Fault that are documented in the footprint of the proposed CenterPoint project.  She asked if the Commission could vote without the Section 29 not being in the environmental report.

Mr. Haller responded there is no reason why they can not.  At this time Staff does not know what is proposed on the very north end.  The underground geology has no affect on the owner asking that this property be annexed into the City of Joliet.  When it comes time to construct buildings, is the time when the City of Joliet would get involved in the geology.  

Ms. Nugent said part of the report that was given to the Plan Commission said that this environmental assessment of the property was done.  She said it was not done in Section 29 or in Section 30 which is part of this annexation project.  

Mr. Breslin, CenterPoint, said they have environmental assessments on all 3300 acres.  What they filed with the City was the assessment for the areas primarily covered by the initial construction which would be the intermodal facility.  They have acquired not a square inch of the property without extensive environmental investigations for everything.  What has been filed is the area that would be the subject of the initial mass grading permits.  He can make those available if the Commission wants to direct Staff to review those as part of their final recommendations.  

Mr. Breslin said the purpose of a Phase 1 environmental report is to determine whether or not there are existing conditions of contamination or conditions that need active remedial response.  

Chairman Strong asked if the environmental study that has been done is within the guidelines of the City of Joliet to do an annexation.  Mr. Haller responded yes it is.

Mr. Hansen said Section 29 has already been annexed to the City of Joliet.              
Ms. Judy Kreiser, 23656 S. Vetter Road, appeared before the Commission.  Ms. Kreiser said there is a high water table on Patterson Road.  
Mr. John Burgett, 19817 Schweitzer Road, displayed on the map the area he lives in, which is not in the footprint of the proposed project site.  Mr. Burgett asked Mr. Hansen if the water would become contaminated from the construction movement.  Will the people that are going to remain in the area have good water to drink?  If not, will CenterPoint be kind enough to drill them new wells.  

Mr. Haller said the development that is going to annex into the City will all be on City sewer and water.  Water conditions should improve.  

Mr. Tom Osterberger, Attorney at 111 N. Ottawa, came to the meeting expecting to address some specific concerns regarding the zoning requests.  Mr. Haller said the request is for the new I-T zoning.  The I-T zoning request has to go through the City Council approval process.  The indication is to go with the I-T zone assuming that the Council passes that.  Otherwise the request is to give the existing I-2 zoning.  

Mr. Osterberger feels the City is moving at a pace where there are a lot of issues that should be addressed.  He would like to see approval of a certain plan and not a concept plan.  Concepts tend to change.  

Mr. Haller said the pace on this project is similar to what has been done in the past.  The only difference is the proposal of a new district.  

Mr. Osterberger also stated concerns for his clients pertaining to the storm water management, traffic and other issues.  He has asked the City about Vetter Road.  He feels there is no reason why the City of Joliet and the City Council can not have a conditional approval on certain issues, one of them is Vetter Road being closed to truck traffic.  He asks that the City not open the road for truck traffic until it is improved and do not grant permits.  
Mr. Hansen responded CenterPoint is conducting an appraisal of Mr. Parks property and will be making an offer.  They are working towards a resolution that will be satisfactory with respect to the traffic in that area.  

Ms. Judy Kreiser, 23656 S. Vetter Road, said she was president of the Will County Environmental Network in its conception in 1983.  They successfully fought the Jackson Township landfill.  She proposed another area for green space at the west edge of the CenterPoint proposal which is west of Vetter Road.  She also wanted to have in writing if there was going to be a berm in front of her house and where it will be located.
Ms. Kathy Garthus, 20808 W. Schweitzer Road, stated her concern pertaining to the air quality as well as the job potential.  
Mr. Rodney Tonelli, Ruettiger, Tonelli & Associates, 2174 Oneida, Joliet, said they are serving as the planning and zoning consultant for CenterPoint on this project.  He explained his professional background.  He displayed some exhibits of the land use plan for the Southside Comprehensive Plan to the Commission.  What they proposing is consistent with the comprehensive plan and consistent with surrounding land uses and zoning.  
Mr. Breslin, CenterPoint, said there were 2 water quality studies that were performed pursuant to the Section 404 permit.  They also recently performed an air quality study where they monitored on either side upwind and downwind of the existing logistics facility in Elwood.  They found that the rail yard does not produce any off site air quality issues whatsoever.       
Ms. Nugent said many agencies and corporations made the aquatic center and waterways clean.  

Ms. Kim Vogelsinger, Elwood Energy, 24391 S. Patterson Road, had some questions in regards to transportation for the road in front of their facility on the Patterson Road and Noel Road side.  She said on the transportation concept plan, they have both of those roads as being truck accessible roadways.  She wanted to know how they intend to improve those roads and to what specifications and will they connect.  
Mr. Eric Gilbert, CenterPoint Properties, 1808 Swift Drive in Oak Brook, responded that several months have gone into developing the plan.  They take the property that they control which currently does not include Elwood Energy or their neighbor to the west.  They are only in control of the property that they own.  The road that splits between the two power plant companies, Elwood and People’s Energy, is currently a gravel two lane road.  CenterPoint is not proposing any improvements on Noel Road or on Patterson Road in Elwood.  The proposed plan does bypass and makes a curve along Millsdale Road to the west however it does not connect through to Patterson Road.  Patterson Road is Elwood’s jurisdiction.  
Mr. Dennis O’Connor said he and his brother live in the middle of CenterPoint.  He said CenterPoint has been great neighbors to him and his brother.  
Commissioner Steve Cammack wanted to know what the bottom line reason is that they want the Plan Commission to consider tabling the annexation.  

Mr. Osterberger responded there are a few different reasons for wanting the project tabled and listed his client’s reasons.  Chairman Strong said his clients will have a chance to discuss their issues with the City Council.  

Ms. Thomas moved that the Plan Commission recommend the City Council approve the CenterPoint Annexations from A-66-08 through A-89-08 and Reclassifications Z-7-08 through Z-10-08.  Mr. Jelinek seconded the motion, which passed with five aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Grasty, Jelinek, Moore, Thomas and Strong.  Mr. Kella abstained from this vote.  Mr. Cammack voted nay.

OTHER BUSINESS:    

MINUTES:

The minutes of the June 19, 2008 Plan Commission meeting were approved with a unanimous voice vote of aye.
ADJOURNMENT:  

The meeting was adjourned with a unanimous voice vote of aye.

Recorded on tape:  kas

