At a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Joliet, Illinois, held Thursday, September 18, 2008, at the hour of 1:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 150 West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois with the following members present:    

Mr. Charles Graham 

Mr. Ed Hennessy
Ms. Elizabeth Nevarez

Ms. Denise Powers (Chairman Pro-Tem)   
Absent:

Mr. Paul Briese
Ms. Christine Merriman

Mr. Jim Riggs                           

Thereupon the following matters were heard by the Zoning Board of Appeals:

THIS PETITION WAS HEARD OUT OF ORDER AS LISTED ON THE AGENDA.

PETITION 2008-65:  A Special Use Permit to allow co-location of three telecommunication antennas on an existing monopole, and placement of related ground equipment, located at 500 Speedway Blvd.        

Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Amber Brooks, Chicago, IL.  Ms. Brooks stated that Cricket Communications is a cellular company and is a new carrier that will be expanding into the Chicago market.  She said that this site is one of approximately 800 between South Bend, Indiana and Milwaukee, Wisconsin.                    

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition and Ms. Nevarez seconded the motion, which passed with 4 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Nevarez, Powers and Hennessy.  
Petition 2008-65 was approved with four aye votes.
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PETITION 2008-66:  A Variation of a required front-yard setback to allow construction of a covered front porch, located at 2111 Dartmoor Dr.
Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Bob Gable, United Architects, Joliet, Illinois.  Mr. Gable, representing the petitioner, stated that the house is going to be renovated because it was damaged in a fire.  Mr. Gable stated that they wanted to create more of a one-story look and it will include a front porch.
Mr. Graham asked if Mr. Gable knew anything about the police calls at the property, and Ms. Powers asked how long the people have owned this property.  Mr. Gable said that the petitioner is not a new owner.  Mr. Fisher said that service calls will sometimes occur if the owner reports a disturbance.  
Ms. Powers asked if there would be an addition above the garage in the future.  Mr. Gable said that it had been considered, but the detached garage will remain the same as it has been.
Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Graham moved to approve the petition, and Ms. Nevarez seconded the motion, which passed with 4 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Nevarez, Powers and Hennessy.  
Petition 2008-66 was approved with four aye votes.
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PETITION 2008-67:   A Special Use Permit to allow a day care center for 35 children in an existing Development Center, located at 2423 Glenwood Ave.
Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Shauna Ruzich, 2423 Glenwood.  Ms. Ruzich did not have questions or additional comments.                   

Chairman Hennessey asked Ms. Ruzich if she had any background in daycare.  Ms. Ruzich stated that she was a child psychologist and a developmental therapist.

Mr. Graham asked if the play area would be in the rear of the building.  Ms. Ruzich stated that they planned on wrapping the play area around the building. 

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Nevaraez moved to approve the petition and Mr. Graham seconded the motion, which passed with 4 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Nevarez, Powers, and Hennessy.       

Petition 2008-67 was approved with four aye votes.
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PETITION 2008-68:  A Variation of a required side-yard setback to allow construction of a detached 3-car garage to replace the existing 1-car garage, located at 1316 Frederick.
Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Roger Lovati, Joliet, Il.  Mr. Lovati did not have any questions or additional comments.                  

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition and Mr. Graham seconded the motion, which passed with 4 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Nevarez, Powers and Hennessy.  

Petition 2008-68 was approved with four aye votes.
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PETITION 2008-69:  Several Variations, including a variation of minimum lot width and a variation of minimum lot area per family to allow construction of a single-family residence, located at 1313 Wisconsin St.
Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Patricia Summers, Joliet, Illinois.  Ms. Summers stated that the house will have an attached garage.
Mr. Graham asked if this house will be built to rent or to sell, and Ms. Summers said that she was going to live in the house.
Ms. Powers asked if the garage would be at the same 30 ft. setback as the house, and Mr. Fisher said it would be.            

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Graham moved to approve the petition, and Ms. Nevarez seconded the motion, which passed with 4 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Nevarez, Powers and Hennessy. 
Petition 2008-69 was approved with four aye votes.
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PETITION 2008-54:  A Variation of Use to allow a neighborhood grocery store, a B-1 (neighborhood business) use in an R-4 (multi-family residential) zoning district, in a vacant mixed-use structure, located at 619-629 N. Hickory St.

REPEAL OF PETITION 1990-100 & 1992-49:  A Variation of Use to allow continuation of an existing neighborhood tavern and accounting office with 7-unit upper level, located at 619-629 N. Hickory St.            
Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Uriel Rojas, Joliet, Illinois.  Mr. Rojas did not have any questions or additional comments.
Mr. Fisher asked that the parking in the back be asphalted in the next six months, and Mr. Rojas said that it had already been asphalted.

Mr. Graham asked which unit the store would be in, and Mr. Fisher said that it would be in the north corner.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve Petition 2008-54, and Ms. Nevarez seconded the motion, which passed with 4 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Nevarez, Powers and Hennessy. 
Ms. Powers moved to approve the Repeal of Petitions 1990-100 and 1992-49, and Mr. Graham seconded the motion.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Nevarez, Powers and Hennessy.
Petition 2008-54 and the Repeal of Petitions 1990-100 and 1992-049 were approved with four aye votes.
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THIS PETITION WAS HEARD OUT OF ORDER AS LISTED ON THE AGENDA.
PETITION 2008-64:  A Variation of a required front-yard setback to allow installation of a monument sign, located at 500 E. Cass.
Mr. Fisher read the staff report into the record.  Mr. Fisher said that staff would represent the petitioner.
Ms. Nevarez asked if the plan shows an exit on Parks Ave.  Mr. Fisher said that there is an exit on Parks Ave., but that there will not be any visibility issues because the sign will be set back at least 10 ft. from the curb.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Nevarez moved to approve the petition, and Ms. Powers seconded the motion, which passed with 4 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Graham, Nevarez, Powers and Hennessy. 
Petition 2008-64 was approved with four aye votes.

Chairman Hennessey asked for a verbal approval of the minutes of the August 21, 2008 meeting and this passed unanimously with a verbal vote.                                 

Chairman Hennessey asked for a verbal vote to adjourn the meeting and the Board unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.                       

cc: S. Mufich, Neighborhood Services
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